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§555.1 Scope.

This part establishes requirements
for the temporary exemption, by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA), of certain
motor vehicles from compliance with
one or more Federal motor vehicle
safety standards in accordance with 49
U.S.C. 30113.

[38 FR 2694, Jan. 29, 1973, as amended at 63
FR 44173, Aug. 18, 1998]

§555.2 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to provide
a means by which manufacturers of
motor vehicles may obtain temporary
exemptions from Federal motor vehicle
safety standards on the basis of sub-
stantial economic hardship, facilita-
tion of the development of new motor
vehicle safety or low-emission engine
features, or existence of an equivalent
overall level of motor vehicle safety.

§555.3 Application.

This part applies to manufacturers of
motor vehicles.

§555.4 Definitions.

Administrator means the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administrator
or his delegate.

United States means the several
States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
the Virgin Islands, the Canal Zone, and
American Samoa.

49 CFR Ch. V (10-1-98 Edition)

§555.5 Petition for exemption.

(a) A manufacturer of motor vehicles
may petition the NHTSA for a tem-
porary exemption from any Federal
motor vehicle safety standard or for a
renewal of any exemption on the bases
of substantial economic hardship, fa-
cilitation of the development of new
motor vehicle safety or low-emission
engine features, or the existence of an
equivalent overall level of motor vehi-
cle safety.

(b) Each petition filed under this part
for an exemption or its renewal must—

(1) Be written in the English lan-
guage;

(2) Be submitted in three copies to:
Administrator, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Washington,
DC 20590;

(3) State the full name and address of
the applicant, the nature of its organi-
zation (individual, partnership, cor-
poration, etc.) and the name of the
State or country under the laws of
which it is organized;

(4) State the number and title, and
the text or substance of the standard
or portion thereof from which the tem-
porary exemption is sought, and the
length of time desired for such exemp-
tion;

(5) Set forth the basis for the petition
and the information required by
§555.6(a), (b), (c), or (d) as appropriate.

(6) Specify any part of the informa-
tion and data submitted which peti-
tioner requests be withheld from public
disclosure in accordance with part 512
of this chapter.

(i) The information and data which
petitioner requests be withheld from
public disclosure must be submitted in
accordance with §512.4 Asserting a claim
for confidential information of this chap-
ter.

(ii) The petitioner’s request for with-
holding from public disclosure must be
accompanied by a certification in sup-
port as set forth in appendix A to part
512 of this chapter.

(7) Set forth the reasons why the
granting of the exemption would be in
the public interest and consistent with
the objectives of the National Traffic
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act.

(c) The knowing and willful submis-
sion of false, fictitious or fraudulent
information will subject the petitioner
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